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licence fees as if they were arrears of land revenue. The Bill
was read for the first time on the 19th November 1927 and referred
to a Select Committee which has framed its report.
(29) The Madras Christian Marriages Validation Bill (Bill
No. 33 of 1927) was intended to validate certain marriages under
the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which had been cele-
brated by certain Marriage Eegistrars during the interval between
the revocation of their licences and the grant of fresh ones to
them. This Bill was read in the Council and passed into law on
the 23rd January 1928. It received the assent of Their Excel-
lencies the Governor and the Governor-General on the 2r5th Febru-
ary 1928 and the 15th March 1928 respectively and was brought
into force as Act IT of 1928.
28. "Wliile the Council has rendered full assistance to the
Executive in all measures intended to preserve the peace and order
of the country it is noteworthy that three important legislative
measures proposed by the Government were opposed by a majority
in the Council and rejected on the very threshold. Of these, two
were measures intended to secure additional revenue to cover
additional expenditure proposed by the Council itself on the pay
of village officers; the particular proposition of the Government
to find the money by reiraposing the village-cess on ryotwari and
zamindari lands was thrown out by the Council, which, however,
was at the same time prepared to pass, and did eventually pass,
other financial measures, such as those meant to enhance certain
point-fees and certain stamp duties in the Presidency. A like
fate was shared at the beginning of the year 192*3 by the Irrigation
Bill which was stoutly and successfully opposed by" practically
dl the representatives of the landholding interests, both great
and small, in the Council.
The Council has shown a decided tendency to oppose any
increase in taxation and any measure which did not confer on it
direct control in the matter'of fixing the rate of taxation. A bill
to amend the Court Fees Act was withdrawn as the sense of the
Tfouse was against it. The Council actually rejected the Land
Revenue Settlement Bill as it did not contain any clause giving
the Council a right to fix the rates of assessment. And in the
Irrigation BilJKit inserted a provision to the effect that rules made
by the local Government under it should have been approved by
the Council before they could take effect. The only measure
which may be said to have raised a racial issue was clause 8 of
the Tuticoriu Port Trust Act; this was a retaliatory provision
igainst certain colonies which were not according .equal treatment
o Indians. The Hindu Eeligious Endowments Act was a raea-
Hire of social reform, wliile the Madras University Act was
lesigned to reform and reorganise, the Madras University, and
he State Aid to Industries Act was intended for the protection
>f industries and the regulation of State aid to them. In three
>,ases bills passed by the Council were returned by His Excellency
he Governor for the purpose of incorporating in tHem certain